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t h o u g h t
I’d share a
nice story
with you.
It began

many, many years
ago when I was a
very young child.  I
had an aunt who
came to our home
dressed in a long
black dress with a
white bib.  She was
my Dad’s sister
(Mary Byrne) and
we called her Sister
Mary.  As the years went on, I learned that her full
name was Sister Mary Assissium and she was a
kindergarten teacher for the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Sister Mary, who lived in Troy, NY, caused great
excitement during her visits.  My parents, George and
Beatrice Byrne, treated Sister Mary like royalty.  My
siblings, who consisted of seven brothers and sisters,
enjoyed their time with her as well.  My Dad would
spend most of his time driving Sister about town,
making sure she made it to the homes of various
friends and family members.  Mom would fix her
favorite meal.  She usually stayed at St. Lucy’s
convent or with other relatives.  (We didn’t have any
room.)  Dad shared Sister Mary with her other
brothers (7), who also spoiled her.  I should mention
that Sister Mary’s older sister Teresa died in her early
thirties while giving birth.

As my life continued, and at the young age of 12,
my parents withdrew me from Most Holy Rosary
School and placed me in the care of the Sisters of  St.
Joseph at St. Lucy’s Academy on the west side of
Syracuse.  It didn’t take long to realize that these are

the same Sisters as my Aunt Mary, and of course, I
thought I could do no wrong having the advantage of
being the nephew of a fellow sister.  I was very wrong
and I’d have to say that maybe it was a little harder,
because most of the sisters knew my dad, and knew
that he would back them 100% in making sure I
followed all the rules etc.  I got away with little, and
have fond memories of sitting on the back porch of
that little red convent in the 300 block of Gifford St.

As the years went on, my family and I grew up,
and some of us went into the service.  Sister Mary
continued her work but we saw her less often.  In
1963, I married Diane Labbe in St. Bridget’s Church
near Tipperary Hill.  Later,
our four children (Kelly,
Lisa, Renee, Michael) soon
learned that Dad had a
favorite aunt named Sister
Mary Assissium and our
home was now on her list
of stops in Syracuse.  To
this day, the four of them
laugh when they remember
Sister Mary’s favorite joke.
She’d tell them, “I’m on a
sea food diet; I see food and eat it.”  I do believe she
told them that joke every time she sat down to dinner.
I was happy to chauffeur her about town, filling in for
my dad who had become disabled with emphysema.

In 1977, shortly after a visit to Syracuse, Sister
Mary Assissium unexpectedly passed away. She had
made sure to stop everywhere, seemingly, to say
goodbye to all. She even stayed overnight at my
mother-in-law’s (Eva Labbe) home, something she
had been promising to do for years.  Eva was also a
kindergarten teacher and they had much to talk about.  

Diane and I brought our children to the Provincial
House for her funeral.  This was our first trip to
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Latham and to this day, we have never forgotten the
warmth and love shared by the sisters who greeted us,
and welcomed us into their home.  Sister Mary’s
funeral was one of the most beautiful funerals we
have ever witnessed.  The priests, including the young
Bishop, filled the altar.  The voices of the Sisters
choir filled the air.  The chapel was full of family,
friends, and students who had come to know and love
this tiny Sister of St. Joseph.  After the service and a
short walk to the cemetery, the entire Byrne Family
was invited to lunch.  Diane and I were amazed at
how well behaved our children were as they ate at a
separate table with the sisters.    

My Dad passed away a couple years after Sister
Mary and once again we made a trip to the Provincial
House to drop off an electric recliner chair.  Dad had
specified that he wanted the sisters to have it after his
death.  Before we left, we met the sister who received
his chair and she mentioned how she would pray for
our parents each time she sat in the chair.  How could
you beat that deal?  I’m sorry I don’t remember her
name, but I do remember how happy she was to be
able to push a button and have the chair lift her to her
feet. They could have used a dozen more.

Over the years, I tried to stay in touch with Sister
Matilda Ann.  Sister taught me at St Lucy’s Academy
in 1958 and every once in a while I would see her out
and about the town.  Several times, I made it a point
to stop and say hello when she was staying at St.
Ann’s on Onondaga Blvd.  One day, as Diane and I
watched our grandson play baseball in Geddes, we
found her standing at the edge of the field enjoying
the game.  That’s the day we learned she was an avid
baseball fan. 

Again, years went by and I found myself
wondering what happened to Sister Matilda Ann?
Being a retired police detective, I knew I could track
her down.  I started making calls and soon learned
that she was at St. Joseph’s Provincial House in
Latham, NY.  I went on line and found the Sisters’
web page.  I sent an e-mail to the Provincial House
and was soon in contact with several sisters.  Sister
Carol Rohloff ended up being my main e-mail contact
and was so helpful making arrangements for Diane
and me to visit Sister Matilda Ann.  

While waiting for the day we would visit, I went
back to their web page to learn more about the Sisters
of St. Joseph and the House.  If you get a moment, I

think you’ll find it interesting and worthwhile to take
a look at their web page.  You’ll find plenty to read
about, including; Development, History, Justice,
Leadership, Ministry, Becoming A Sister, The
Provincial House, and of course, the opportunity to
Contact the Sisters, just to name a few.  

During the third week of July, Diane and I took
the short drive from Syracuse to Latham for our visit.
We arrived mid morning and moments later met with
Sister Carol Rohloff.  We had been anxious to meet
Sister Carol just to see if she was as warm and
friendly in person.  She was more than that.  After a
few moments of getting to know each other, she
brought us to the 2nd floor where we met with Sister
Matilda Ann.  A warm hug was in order, followed by
a long Irish gab.  It was so good to see her again.  We
shared memories of the good times gone by,
discussed her family pictures on the wall, and talked
about her wonderful years as a Sister of St. Joseph.
Most noticeable was her love for the women around
her, including the great care they provide to her
everyday. Several Sisters had heard about our visit
and stopped to say hello.  Mostly, they had learned
that Sister Mary’s nephew was on the floor and
wanted to say hello and share a few memories.  While
they all knew about her “see food diet”, they were
happy to share a few other fun stories. 

As we neared the end of our visit, we couldn’t
help but notice a plaque and picture of Derek Jeter on
Sister Matilda Ann’s wall.  She’s a big Yankee fan.
She told us she watches the games every night or, if
on too late, the encore games the next day.  We said
our goodbye and promised to stay in touch.  I really
hated to go, but Sister’s lunch was on the way and we
were traveling on to Connecticut.
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Sister Carol had returned towards the end of our
visit and offered to show us around.   I was going to
say, Sister Carol gave us the 50 cent tour, but it was
actually the $50.00 tour.  Although Sister Carol was
only a week or so from having major surgery on both
knees, she took us everywhere.  Along the way,
introductions were made to many of the Sisters
including many who knew Sister Mary.  During a
stop at the library, I met with Sister Mary Shelia, my
Latin teacher at St. Lucy’s.  What a surprise.  I told

her she must remember me; I was the only pupil she
ever had that took Latin One for three years.  She
laughed and said she remembered me, but I wonder.
After all, how many students did she teach Latin One
to in her career?  It was so good to see her and she
looked wonderful. Still had that great smile.

We continued on our tour walking through the
Novitiate.  I asked Sister Carol, “on an average, how
many young sisters are entering and going through
the program each year?”  Sadly, the number is much
too low.

We then saw the new Conference Center with its
overnight accommodations, and great meeting
rooms.  If you have a need for such a facility, I
suggest you call Sister Carol, who can steer you to
the right contact. 

My favorite stop was the main chapel of course.
What a beautiful, peaceful place.  The mosaic of
Christ’s Resurrection is one of the most beautiful
mosaics in the country.  It alone is worth a trip to the
Provincial House.  Other stops were made at various
offices and Sisters’ rooms where we met some of the
nicest people.  Towards the end of the tour we
stopped by the cemetery to say a prayer at Sister
Mary Assissium’s grave.

Prior to leaving, Sister Carol invited us to stay
for lunch and we accepted.  Sister Geraldine Kennah

joined us.  During our tasty meal and as we got to
know Sister Geraldine, we learned she was a close
friend of Sister Mary Assissium.  We enjoyed hearing
a few more stories about my fun loving aunt.  I was
happy to learn Sister Geraldine had become the
principal at St. Lucy’s a few years after I graduated.
The 60’s were a challenge for everyone and I’m sure
she had a few times she wished she was born ten
years earlier.

We finished up our delicious lunch and shortly
thereafter, we were on the road towards Connecticut.
Diane and I had a lot to talk about as we drove on -
mostly about how nice everyone is at the Provincial
House, the wonderful care the sisters are given, the
outstanding staff on hand, how immaculately clean
the building was, the beauty of the Chapel, the good
food, what a great tour guide we had and on and on.
If you haven’t thought about a visit to the Provincial
House in Latham, you really need to make it a point
to get there.  I know Sister Carol would take the time
to make sure you saw as much of the facility as we
did.  Sister would be more than happy to introduce
you to any one of the many Sisters who would love to
have some company for an hour or so.  If you work
for a non-profit, think about having an overnight
conference.  The conference center is as nice as
you’ll see anywhere, and the food is great. 

I end my letter to you knowing our family will
continue to have love in our hearts for Sister Mary
Assissium.  We look forward to our next visit to the
Sisters of St. Joseph Provincial House where one can
feel the peace, love and warmth of its residents.  We
wish to thank Sister Carol Rohloff.  Our time
together was indeed very special.  Our thoughts and
prayers will be for Sister Matilda Ann and the many
Sisters who spend their days in prayer for all of us.

Michael R. Byrne
Camillus, NY
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FROM THE PROVINCE DIRECTOR    

Dear Friends,

Happy New Year!!  I write with these words because for many of us the end of summer
creates a sense of new beginnings and ‘start-up’ time!  The time when all staff have returned
from summer vacations and are present for meetings and the teachers have welcomed the
students in school and college.   At this time of year I think each of my teachers by name–
most of whom were Sisters of St. Joseph – with gratitude for the significant role each of
them played in my life.

This past summer, many Sisters had the opportunity to attend our Congregational
Chapter either through daily web updates or in person.  A Chapter holds the most significant
meetings for us, since the delegates set the direction for our Congregation for the next six
years.  The central statement of our directives states:  “Sacred Mystery embraces us in
unifying love and we know Communion.”  God does embrace each of us to know that the
relationships and care God showers on us and that we have for one another is most
important!  At our Chapter we selected the Congregational Leadership Team who will begin
their six year term of leadership in January 2008.  We are blessed by the generosity of their
ministry to us in the name of the Congregation and Church.

In the Albany Province as we settle into our routine of this year, we are pleased to share
with you the fact that Carondelet Hospitality Center has been a great blessing for us and
those who use it.  The center is open to not-for-profit groups for meetings and other types
of conferences.  It has been used by Diocesan and parish groups, health care ministries and
other religious congregations.  The Sisters who live at the Provincial House welcome our
guests into their home.  In addition Sisters living here, along with the Sisters and associates
in the area, volunteer to bring guests to their room and tour the house.  Thus Carondelet
Hospitality Center is not only about providing space, but it is about our sense of welcome
and inclusion.

In the past, I have written to you about our hope to develop senior housing with services
on a parcel of land we own across the street from our Provincial House.  At a recent gathering
with the Sisters and Associates, the Board of Trustees shared that we are at the point of
applying to the Town of Colonie for a zoning variance so that Shaker Pointe at Carondelet,
Inc. might become a reality.  While we have many more hurdles to evaluate prior to any
implementation of Shaker Pointe, the Board and Alchester Development Inc. have been
engaged in many studies and conversations about this ministry.  

Know we are most grateful for your support and prayer for us as we continue to respond
to the needs of our day in mission and individual ministries.

Blessings,

Sister Kay Ryan, CSJ

The team members are: (from left to right) Laura Bufano (Albany), Francine Costello (Hawaii), 
Susan Hames (St. Paul), Catherine McNamee (Albany), and Elizabeth Ney (St. Louis).
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FROM THE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SEPTEMBER 1, 2007

Dear Friends,

“I thank God for you and pray for you.”   These words of St. Paul have sounded in my heart and head many times
during the last month.   Always, I am grateful for your kindness to the CSJ community and pray for our benefactors at
daily liturgy, but during this month YOU, our dear friends and donors, have been constantly before me.  On August 1,
I underwent surgery for bi-lateral knee replacements.   Those CSJs, family and friends, who were aware of the surgery,
prayed for me and for the surgeon on the day of surgery and for healing.  For those powerful prayers, I am most grateful.
Thank you.

I am also most grateful to all for the many get-well cards, phone calls, personal visits, milk shakes, flowers, fruit
and gifts that came my way.   I am so much aware of how lucky and blessed I am to have support from so many.  My
dedicated sister and wonderful brother-in-law came daily to visit and to help take care of my personal needs, not only
while I was at the hospital, but also during rehab both at the Eddy in Cohoes and at the Provincial House.  The greater
CSJ community too has been there to support me each and every day.

I am grateful to all, especially: to Sister Nancy Gregg, with whom I live and who did daily newspaper and mail
deliveries, to the Sister residents and the nursing and physical therapy staff at the Provincial House who have shown
warm hospitality and have helped me in the healing process, to the Sisters near and far in Troy, Syracuse, Utica,
Rome, Kansas City, Toronto, Georgia and Hawaii etc. for their cards, calls and e-mails. (Continued on page 6)

I THANK GOD FOR YOU, AND PRAY FOR YOU

PAULÕS LETTER TO THE CHRISTIANS AT EPHESUS
Ð 1:15-19

Since, then, I heard of this faith of yours in the Lord
Jesus and the practical way in which you are expressing
it towards fellow-Christians, I thank God continually for
you and I never give up praying for you; and this is my
prayer. That God, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the all-glorious Father, will give you spiritual wis-
dom and the insight to know more of Him: that you
may receive that inner illumination of the spirit which
will make you realize how great is the hope to which
He is calling youÑthe magnificence and splendor of
the inheritance promised to ChristiansÑand how
tremendous is the power available to us who believe in
God. That power is the same divine energy which was
demonstrated in Christ when He raised Him from the
dead and gave Him the place of supreme honor in
heavenÑa place that is infinitely superior to any con-
ceivable command, authority, power or control, and
which carries with it a Name far beyond any name that
could ever be used in this world or the world to come.
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(While at the Eddy our CSJ days were taking place.  Since it is a short hop from the PH to the Eddy many of my CSJ
friends were able to come over to “pop in” and say “Hi” at various times.  My roommate witnessed the great support of
the CSJs the most but even the staff got to know when the “Sisters” were around.  One late morning, while I was at
physical therapy, there were seven CSJ “cheerleaders.”  The therapist was a bit surprised to see so many of the sisters at
once.  When she remarked about this one sister replied: “We are just a few of the 400.”  You can imagine the love and
pride I felt to be a CSJ.) and finally, I am grateful to YOU.

Of course I am grateful to those of you who knew of the operation and sent cards, visited etc. but, as a personal
witness, I want to share with you my first hand experience of how each of you with your support help provide care for
our ill and infirm.  

At the Provincial House I was a patient on 4A.  For the most part, other sister patients on this floor are suffering from
a degree of dementia or Alzheimer’s.  The floor is also being used as an overflow floor for sisters after surgery etc.  It
was wonderful to see the care given to the older sisters.  The nursing staff and Community Life Team provide for their
every need.  As some sisters cannot express their problem or desire, the nursing staff does a terrific job at anticipating
and interpreting what is needed.  In an earlier Newsline we shared about the ambulatory Sisters coming to the 4A floor
daily to feed those who require help.  This service continues.  It is a real inspiration to see the care of the “dear
neighbor” that they exhibit.  Sister Anthony Marie, who comes to the floor daily to help, asked me if I would like to join
the morning Mass group in the solarium.  In the solarium, there is a large flat screen TV.  Each morning when Mass was
being offered in chapel, seven of us would gather in the solarium.  The Mass was broadcast in house on our channel 7 so
we were able to pray together.  It was amazing to me and touching.  Those sisters who suffer memory loss were attuned
to what was happening and would join in the Mass responses.  At communion time sister volunteers brought us
communion.   YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS CARE POSSIBLE.

Two days after coming to the PH, I had to go to the surgeon’s office to have the staples removed.  Coming here from
the Eddy I came by car but I was hesitant to travel by car to the surgeon’s not knowing how the legs would bend after the
removal.  Todd, our activities director, who was subbing as van driver, drove us over.  How much easier the trip was.
YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE VAN PURCHASE AND THE INSTALLTION OF HANDICAPPED DOORS AT THE
AMBULANCE ENTRANCE MADE THE TRIP POSSIBLE.

With bi-lateral knee replacements a great deal of therapy is needed to get the motion restored for walking.  Our very
own Sister Shirley Maloney has her own practice in Colonie.  Twice a week a sister driver drove me and another sister
also needing therapy to the office.  YOUR SUPPORT HELPS MAKE THE AVAILABILTY OF A CAR POSSIBLE.

The three other week-days and week-ends I was able to receive therapy from the physical therapy assistants in the
physical therapy room down on 2A.  While down there, I was able to stretch out on the large mat and have supervised
bending for the knees both while sitting and laying on my back and on my stomach.  I was also able to stretch and pump
my legs each time on the NuStep 2 therapy machine.  YOUR SUPPORT MADE THE PHSICAL THERAPY ROOM

POSSIBLE.   It was touching for me to be down there and to see other sisters who reside at the PH
come down to keep their mobility going.   Some of the very sisters who volunteer daily to feed
sisters on 4A were the sisters who came to also pump the NU2 stepper or use to the parallel bars to

exercise.  Again, an inspiration for me who used to take walking for granted.
I’m doing well and will probably be back in the office by the time you read this.   Know how

much YOU, your friendship and support mean to me personally and to all the CSJs.   It is wonderful to
realize you walk with us.

I THANK GOD FOR YOU, AND PRAY FOR YOU!

Sincerely and with Blessings,

Sister Carol A. Rohloff, CSJ
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What a thrill it was to hold our first CSJ Associate
Commitment Weekend in the new Carondelet
Hospitality Center during the weekend of June 8-10! 

Meeting in the Center was the first opportunity for
many associates who live a considerable distance from
Latham to see and experience the renovations.  Many
of us delighted in the changes that awaited us in our
Associate home away from home.  It took most of the
weekend for us to get the hang of calling Ground C
Fontbonne and 1C Médaille but not long at all to feel
at home again. Positive comments began upon seeing
the new lounge/kitchenette configurations on the two
floors and continued with the new and improved toilet-
and-sink arrangements, complete with a hotel-like
basket of amenities. The most talked about
enhancement at breakfast Saturday morning, however,
was the greatly appreciated consistency of water
temperatures and flow in the showers! 

We loved spending most of our time together in the
Carondelet Hospitality Center itself. The spaciousness
of the room, the warm natural lighting, the carpeted
floors and the state-of-the-art technology for our large-
screen viewings created a wonderful environment. 

Our weekend presenters, Uticans Sister Betty
Giarrusso and CSJ Associates Jane Domingue and
Sandy Wright, created even more warmth and
ambience to set the mood for our weekend focusing on
peace and nonviolence. When we entered the room, we
couldn’t help but notice that all the tables were round,
and the tables, in turn, encircled a round table in the
center of the room. Around the room hung banners
proclaiming “Peace Be with You” in various languages. 

As we entered the room, we received our folder for
the weekend. On the folder’s cover was an icon of a

person known for his/her efforts in pursuit of peace
and nonviolence. We were instructed to find the table
with the corresponding icon. This table would be our
“base community” for the weekend. The icons at the
tables were those of Martin Luther King, Kateri
Tekakwitha, Mychal Judge, Oscar Romero, Pope John
XXIII, Hildegard of Bingen, César Chávez, Dorothy
Day and Francis of Assisi.

A first glimpse into the “meat” of the weekend
took shape in a quote from Daniel Berrigan which
figured prominently on the paperwork in our folders:
Nonviolence is a way of living and being and
expressing the truth of your soul in the world.

Friday Evening
Sister Betty began the session on Friday evening

with an explanation of the prayer table in the center of
the room. Each of the different cloths which draped the
table had come from a different part of the world; each
had a story to tell. The table would figure prominently
in our prayer rituals, especially Saturday’s moving table
of many breads.

Associate Commitment Weekend
by Janet Derby, CSJA

Utica Associates

Amsterdam Associates

Binghamton Associates (Cont. on page 8)
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Saturday
The first of our two video experiences came on

Saturday morning in the form of a Popeye cartoon.
After viewing a vintage episode, we re-examined our
simplistic “good-guy-wins-in-the-end” childhood view
of the sailor man. We learned of the myth of
redemptive violence and how ongoing exposure to
such cartoons, video games, TV shows and movies can
help ingrain a mind set that somehow “might makes
right,” and war leads to peace.

At the end of the morning session, Rome Associate
Kathy Young and Sister Betty told the story of Sadako
Sasaki, a young Japanese girl who was just two years
old when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.
As a result of the radiation, she developed leukemia
which was diagnosed when she was eleven years old. A
friend told her the Japanese legend that anyone who
folds a thousand paper cranes would be granted a wish.
Sadako’s wish was that she would recover. She made
her goal but died from the cancer at age twelve. Today,
a Golden Crane Memorial in Hiroshima Peace Park
honors Sadako and others who died as a result of
atomic radiation. Inscribed at its base are the words,
This is our cry. This is our prayer: Peace in the world. 

Kathy then led a demonstration of how to make
paper peace cranes; the demonstration was so popular
that associates were still making the cranes during and
after lunch. A basket of paper cranes was part of the
presentation of the gifts at Sunday’s Commitment
Liturgy. 

Saturday afternoon brought stories of unexpected
courage, in common and uncommon circumstances.
The power of gender stereotypes and different
reactions to it were the basis of That’s How I Like to
See a Woman by popular author Sue Monk Kidd. The
power of surrendering one’s personal freedom to suffer
the same fate as one’s partner in mission even when 

that fate may be torture or death, was the basis of the
true story of Karen Ridd. 

Ridd was a Canadian, a volunteer with Project
Accompaniment in El Salvador in the late 1980s. She
was arrested along with several other foreigners,
interrogated and held under intensely hostile
conditions. Amnesty International and Canadian
authorities pressured the local officials to release her.
She was freed, and a car was waiting to whisk her away.
However, Karen was painfully aware that her
Columbian companion was not so well connected and
would probably continue to be tortured and probably
killed. Defying the perplexed Canadian officials
outside and her own sense of self-preservation, Karen
refused to leave without her friend. Ultimately,
eighteen hours later, both were released.

After dinner Saturday evening, we were treated to
the movies, complete with popcorn! Associates chose
to see one of four videos, depicting the story of a
person of peace and nonviolence. The choices were
Thea Bowman, Dorothy Day, Hildegard of Bingen or
Helen Prejean.

Rome Associates

North Country Associates

Syracuse Associates

(Continued on page 9)
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Sunday
Sunday’s Liturgy was prepared by the Albany CSJ

Associates. The members asked the wonderfully
artistic Sister Marguerite Tierney to create a new CSJ
Associate banner to be incorporated into this year’s
commitment ceremony. The banner features the
associate logo, prominently centered on a dark-blue
background, flanked on one side by a vase containing
a single lily, the symbol of our beloved patron, St.
Joseph, and on the other side by the Christ candle. 

Commitment Weekend marks our ongoing mutual
dedication as sisters and associates to the CSJ mission.
That call is best summed up for me in the prayer ritual
on Friday evening: We are here to worship, to grow and
stretch, to experience our power, to share our stories

and our skills, to strengthen our leadership in God’s
Church and to renew our commitment to proclaim the
Gospel of God’s News by what we say and what we do.

Albany Associates

NEW LAW FOR TAX-FREE CHARITABLE GIVING
for SENIOR (70+) DONORS

Congress recently passed the Pension Protection Act of 2006 (PPA) that offers new opportunities
for tax-free charitable giving.  Under this Act of 2006, individual donors over the age of 70 with
traditional Roth IRAÕs can make tax-free gifts directly to qualified charities.

Here are the provisions of the new law to qualified donors:

¥ Donors must be at least 70 years of age.

¥ The contribution is an outright gift.

¥ There is a $100,000 limit for individual donors. 

¥ The gift must be transferred from whoever manages our IRA.

¥ The tax-free charitable transfer must be completed prior to 

December 31st for the 2007 tax year. 

As always, we encourage you to check with your IRA advisor and tax experts.  Not wishing to miss
out on this opportunity, you may, because of the time constraints, wish to begin the process soon.

If we can assist you in any way, like providing needed transfer information, 
please call Sister Carol at 518-783-3600.  Also if you are planning such a transfer 

we ask that you contact us in advance so we can trace the transfer. 

Fall 2007 CSJ Newsline 9  



Sisters Touched by Peruvian History, Diversity, Hospitality and
Global Interconnectedness

by Sister Kay Ryan, CSJ

On May 1, Mary McKay (Los Angeles),
Sandy Straub (St. Louis) and I met at the airport
in Atlanta, GA, and traveled to Peru. We were
greeted at the airport by Marie Ines and Marie
Schuh and went to their temporary center house
to meet the other sisters. Taxi rides in Lima are
a story all by themselves! No one stops at the
Pare signs, and the hand signals of the drivers
determine who will be continuing on the path
that three cars are trying to navigate
simultaneously!

Our first full day was spent visiting the new
center house which is in the process of being
constructed. (Marie thought the house would be
ready when we arrived, and now says that it will
be completed by July. Given our experience of renovations, I say it will take at least until October!) Later that afternoon,
we traveled to the formation house where we and the nine new pre-candidates and candidates shared our vocation stories.
The candidates then went to tutor the neighborhood children in the program which they host in their home. Maria Rubina
took us on a neighborhood walk and shared the stories of the people, the parish and their journey together. Once a week, a
different family hosts the Rosary and a simple supper for the neighbors in their home. In one family, the father had recently
been hit by a car as he rode his bike/cart to collect items for sale. Since the man is now in a coma, his wife needs to work
as a nanny and is away from the home each day and evening except on Sunday. Their oldest son cares for the seven younger
children during the week. We were confronted with the poverty of those who had moved from the mountains to a city
without work or a system to support them.

The next day we left by a small plane over the Andes to Hunacayo. The location is a new mission of ten weeks for Sisters
Sally Harper, Rosa Orellana, Teresa Ponce and Pat VandenBergh. Sisters take the roles of administrator, dean of students
and secretary in the school which prepares future teachers. Two weeks after the sisters had responded to this ministry at the
request of the bishop, the government changed its regulations regarding schools that prepare students to become teachers.
The sisters are committed to the school even though they are on hold as to the direction this ministry will take. In addition,
the sisters minister in a parish which is about a 40-minute bus ride from their residence. This ministry is in a more rural
setting; so to visit we traveled amid the sheep and farmers and observed the more traditional dress of the people who live
in the mountains. We had the opportunity to see several of the schools and assisted the students in one class where they
were learning English. 

Two days later we were again on multiple plane rides to Huannaco to meet with Mauricia Carcasi, Mary Ann Leininger
and Ruth Matos. We were able to spend time with the sisters in the orphanage where they minister. The boys and girls in
the orphanage are between five and thirteen years old, and they delighted us with songs and pictures and play. Many of the
children are in the facility because their parents cannot care for them, are in jail or have abused the children. After our visit
with the children, the sisters treated us to an excursion outside the city limits to a Japanese archeological dig which dated
back 2,000 years before Christ.

Three days prior to our visit to Huannaco, the city was under a curfew. The Peruvian government is being pressured to
reduce the number of cocoa farmers. The farmers were protesting the potential loss of income if they switched to another
crop, and they created unrest with their protests and street blockades. We learned that the use of cell phones and computers
has made the protests more organized and has enabled better communication among the protesting groups.

Upon our return to Lima, Sandy traveled on to Chile, and Mary and I were treated to three days in Cuscco. During this

Sisters Ruth Matos, Mauricia Carcasi, Mary Anne Leininger, 
Sandra Straub (SL), Mary McKay (LA) in Huannuco
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time, we visited Macchu Picchu and experienced a tour of the ancient valley, its many historic sites and the altitude of the
high Andes. Night time was very cold, and we were nestled under five woolen blankets. Turning over in bed under the
blankets was heavy work, but the covers kept us warm in homes which have no heat. 

I was most touched by the hospitality of our sisters, the diversity of their ministries, the beauty of the country, the
history of the Peruvian people and the global interconnectedness of our world. On our last evening in Peru, the sisters in
Lima (Betty Conrad, Robertina Espinosa, Maria Ines Gutierrez and Marie Schuh) treated us to an evening of traditional
Peruvian dances. (I confess that some of us really did try to learn the dances!)

Since Sister Mary Kay wrote this article the terrible earthquake in the Lima area occurred.  Albany Province CSJ
Sisters typically have a “Mission Day” once a year to raise money for the Peruvian missions.  The Albany Area Mission
Day will be held on Friday evening, October 26th at St. Mary’s Institute, Amsterdam.   If you wish to help the people in
Lima through CSJ connections, please contact Sister Libby Costanzo at St. Mary’s Institute (ecostanzo@csjalbany.org) or
our development office.   Also please know we still have our “Pennies for Peru” at the Provincial House.

*See also the invitation to Tim Janis’s concert on page 26.

New CSJ Center House in Lima Takes Shape
The sisters in Peru report that the progress on the building of the new Center House is coming well. The shell
of both of the sites, front and back, is nearly complete, even to the laundry on the roof! The men are working
on the floors, preparing the surfaces for the ceramic tile and are ready to install the electricity and water. Soon
the sisters will be able to choose finishing touches on the interior design. Excitement is growing as the sisters
anticipate moving-in day! (taken from Noticiero, newsletter of the vice province of Peru)

Sisters Marie Schuh 
and Maria Inez Gutierrez
try the door to the new
Center House.

Sister Robertina Espinoza examines the structure
of the Jiron Talara, the Community Room of the
new Center House

Sister Sally Harper gives a
thumbs-up for the elevator
shaft.  The center of the new
house will be a retirement
and convalescent area for
the sisters.

Sisters Mary McKay (LA), Kay
Ryan and Sandy Straub (SL)
examine the construction of the
new Center House in Lima with
the site manager.
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Savor the Fruits of our Earth
by Janet Derby, CSJA

Is the following a familiar scene, perhaps
even one in which we participate? We’re alone
in our car, driving into one of the fast-food
establishments. We don’t even have to leave the
car because we can drive up to a window where
a faceless voice takes our order. We then drive
around to another window to pay for and
collect our meal.

When we eat fast-food meals alone in our
cars, are we swallowing the values and
assumptions of the corporations that
manufacture them? According to these values,
eating is no more important than fueling up and
should be done quickly and anonymously. The
message seems to be that feedlot beef, French
fries and Coke are actually good for you. It
doesn't seem to matter where food comes from
or how fresh it is because standardized

consistency is more important than diversified quality. Containing little, if any nutrition, over time fast food
contributes to heightened cholesterol and obesity. When we pledge our dietary allegiance to a fast-food
nation, there are grave consequences to the health of our civil society and our national character as well. It
is generally conceded that the food we eat could actually be making us sick. So the cost of industrial (fast)
food is being charged to the public purse, the public health and the environment. 

Hard work, work that requires concentration, application and honesty, such as cooking for the family
or one’s local community, is seen as drudgery, of no commercial value and to be avoided at all costs. There
are more important things to do.

Having participated in a community-sponsored plan to receive organically grown vegetables and herbs
for several years, I have learned to appreciate the time it takes to prepare a meal as well as the uniqueness
of each vegetable. Now as I peel, cut, husk, chop, slice and cook carrots, celery, corn, peppers, tomatoes,
potatoes, squash, melons, cucumbers, beans, I marvel at the color, texture, shapes and patterns of each one.
Have you ever noticed the star in the middle of a carrot, the face in a tomato, the emptiness of a pepper
(thanks to Sister Joan Sauro for this last insight!) or counted the number of seeds in a squash or cucumber?

There is something soul satisfying in the experience of preparing a meal. Here the
sacred is revealed, and one’s spirit is filled with the peace of a slower pace. There is an
immense sense of gratitude for the tremendous bounty of God’s creation as well
as a realization of responsibilities that the pleasures of the table reveal to one
another, to the animals we eat, to the land and to the people who work it.

Perhaps when we consciously examine the value of preparing the food
we eat, rather than patronizing fast-food places, we may find that not
only are our palates rewarded for the effort, but also that our spirit is
enriched as well.



Haiku is a Japanese form of poetry that consists of three lines of five
syllables, seven syllables, and five syllables.  The Japanese thought
this was just enough to say in one breath.  For me, haiku is like
throwing a pebble into water that ripples out into more profound
thought than the words express.  If it does not make one think
beyond the words, then it is not a very good haiku.

Haiku:  Help in Creating Prayers of Praise
by Sister Margaret Madden
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Frequently when I pray, I find I can put a thought in haiku form that praises God. 
I share with you some of my best praises to God:

Lord, help me learn
what I need to discern …

your living in me.

Help me know your Word.
Write its meaning in my heart,

so I can live it!

What majestic tree,
so symmetrically formed … 

God•s transparency!

Yeast rising within,
shaping newer points of view;

better bread for thought.

Oh, how beautiful
those who change water of life

to spirited wine!

God•s painting on the
Sistine ceiling of his world

with his wind-swept strokes.

Lord, let my heart sing
of my deepest love for you.

Help me find the notes.

We say to our God,
•Forgive us as we forgive.Ž

Do we comprehend?

What a price you paid
for such a reluctant soul!

Thank you, thank you, God!
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Sister Mary Agnes Kehoe is Pastoral Coordinator at St. Francis de Sales Church in Loudonville, NY.
During the Mass celebrating Sister Mary AgnesÕs 50th Jubilee on June 23, 2007, 
Father David Noone, Pastor, read the following poem.  

ThereÕs a song inside of me
I can hardly wait to see 
what it is I have to say 
or the music I will play.
ItÕs been so long in coming.
First the thought, then some humming,
but before I find my key something stifles it in me.
What keeps my song from being sung?
Past hurts? Deep fears? A timid tongue?
What makes my freedom come so hard?
A self-made, live-in prison guard.
Meanwhile the song still groans in me.
I canÕt believe till it is free.
Debating, calculating, hesitating to sing, 
the song could die like a still born thing.
ÒRelease your song,Ó said the spirit to me
ÒBe free, be free, itÕs jubilee.Ó
ÒCast out each fearsome song patrol.
Proclaim deliverance to your soul.Ó
The spirit of life flowed through my blood.
I said Òyes,Ó something broke, it came like a flood.
Up from within, down from above.
A kingdom built on the power of love
Thank God my song has been set free.
The rhythm and the words are right for me.
IÕm finally ready to sing out strong.
My soul is singing, this is my song.

Written by Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Senior Minister 
Emeritus of The Riverside Church, New York City

Release Your Song

Sister Mary Agnes Kehoe•s Jubilee Mass



Fall 2007 CSJ Newsline 15

Sisters� Prayer Shawl Ministry Receives
Generous Donation

My sister, Kathy Dodge, has worked at
Empire Recycling for more than 30

years. When the Prayer Shawl Ministry
began, everyone in her office became
involved. Many of the women in the office
now weave or have gotten a friend or
relative to weave. If an employee or
customer comes in and mentions that
someone is ill, the first thought on the part
of the office staff is to immediately gift that
person with prayerful support through a
shawl or lap robe.

Recently, my sister was asked by
Steven, her boss, whether donations are
accepted for the ministry. With the more
than generous gift of $5,000 from Empire
Recycling Corp. we were able to order a
large quantity of yarn to have on hand for
our weavers and to prepare for those who will be requesting shawls at holiday time. Most of our
support has come from much smaller donations for which we are very grateful. We are very
conscious about looking for and taking advantage of yarn sales!

To date, we have given approximately 1,700 shawls, lap robes and baby blankets to those who
are in need of prayers. We receive back incredibly moving words of appreciation and gratitude for
the love and prayers that have gone into the weaving of this gift and the continuation of such
sentiments, long after the persons receive it. We, as Sisters of St. Joseph, realize the importance of
our promise to pray for each and every recipient of one of these prayer garments. Also, we promise
to remember those who share time, talent and treasure with us in this ministry.

As the holidays approach, I encourage you to check over your shopping list. Do you have
someone on the list who would appreciate the gift of prayer while also being able to wrap up in a
nice warm shawl or laprobe? Who wouldnÕt be glad to receive a gift that keeps on giving all year
through. These items are very colorful, soft, washable and large enough to wrap around the
receiver. We also have baby blankets and smaller afghans for younger children.

While these are given free of charge, due to an increase in postage we do need to ask for a $10
donation for shipping and handling. Of course, we will never turn down a donation for yarn that
helps to keep us shopping for those sales!

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or wish to request a shawl for a woman,
lap robe for a man or a blanket for a baby.

Sr. Mary Lou Delaney 
St. JosephÕs Provincial House

385 Watervliet-Shaker Rd., Latham, NY 12110-4799
518-783-3533

ldelaney@csjalbany.org

On the left is Steven Kowalsky, Kathy Dodge 
and Edward Kowalsky.
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Cathy Miller, author and presenter of lectures
on arranging dried flowers, visited the Carondelet
Hospitality Center on August 1, 2007. Over 110
guests were educated and entertained by Cathy
for her two hour presentation as she humorously
demonstrated how to arrange the flowers.

Cathy is shown here with one of her
creations, a table design consisting of fruits and
vegetables.  During her remarks Cathy advised
the audience to keep their eyes peeled for
attractive containers for their arrangements. She
said some of her finest were found at garage
sales.  The container itself will add much to the
final outcome of your creation.  The piece shown
here made of seasonal vegetables and fruit,
another Christmas piece that Cathy created and
an autographed copy of her book were raffled off
after her demonstration. 

For those of you who purchased
chances on the beautiful afghan
made by Peg Byrnes, it was raffled
off at this show.  The winner was
Gwen Frament of Clifton Park.

At the conclusion of the program, guests also
enjoyed refreshments prepared by the Morrison Senior
Services at the Provincial House. Attending the program
was a wonderful way to spend a hot August afternoon.

Cathy Miller visits the Carondelet Hospitality Center



Honorials

Aaron
Sister Renee Adamany
Rev. John V. Ahern
Samuel Alfieri
Cindy Aman
Mrs. Helen Ankins
Elfren Aranas
Rev. Thomas Arnao
Gloria Aumiller
Amanda Jean Auricchio
Karen Auricchio
Maureen Yvonne Auricchio
Theresa Auricchio
Julie Austin
Margie Bacon
Sister Marianne Baehr
Frank Baglione
Cora Bardon
Mr. and Mrs.. Michael Barghardt
Sister Paul Kathryn Barno
Sister Mary Catherine Barron
Gertrude Barry
Donny Batchelor
Mary Battaglia
Edna Bayly
Tyler Matthew Beaudoin
Peter Bellair
Gerry Benosky
Anne C. Benson
Anne Marie Bielawa
Marion Bierke
Rev. Msgr. Ronald C. Bill
Frederick Bindeman
Joseph Biondo
Joseph Blenn
Carolyn Blowe
Sister Milice Anthony Bohrer
Anthony Bonaquisto
Danielle Borate
Eleanor Boswick
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Bouchard
Rev. John J. Bradley
Elizabeth Braungart
Sister Ann Christi Brink
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Bromirski
Sister Anne Theresa Brown
Jack Brown
Sister Theresa Brown
Gordon Bruno
Sister Laura Anne Bufano
Paul T. Buffaline
Robert Burchell
Rev. Geoffrey D. Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Burns
Sister Jean Albert Burns
Mary F. Bush
Rev. Patrick J. Butler
Patricia  A. Butts
Joan A. Butz
Angela M. Cacciotti
Tom Callahan

Evie and Rocky Camerato
Deborah Canfield
John and Donna Cannon
Rev. Walter Cannon
Sister Jean Canora OSF
M. Joan Carey
Ms. Janet Carmichael
Carriero Family
Sister Ana Pauline Carrigan
Mary Catherine and Bill Carroll
Pat Cassara
Shirley and George Cataldo
Harold Ceccucci
Robert Chargin
Eleanor Chestnut
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christoffel
Blanche Clark
Mr. Donald Connor
Jane E. Conron
George Cooker
Nicola Corea
Robert F. Corr
Antonio Cortese
Mr. and Mrs. Leo H. Craiglow
Mary Crescenzi
Rev. John P. Croghan
Margaret Crotty
Mary Crouse
Rev. Msgr. Francis J. Culkin
Nancy Cummings
Robert Francis Cunningham
Sister Mary Ellen Curtin
Pauline Czycyski
Francis Dahlgren
Rev. James D. Daley
John P Daly
Thomas Danella
Sister Jane Mary Dardis
Ronald R. Davis
Carl DeAngelo
Caitlin and Patrick Degnan
Erin and Jason Degnan
Sister Frances Patricia Degnan
Mr. and Mrs. James Degnan
Darward DeGraff
DeLaurentis Family and Friends
Kathy DeMarco
Anthony DeNova
John Desantis
Dr. Sumitra Dhanyamraju
Francis DiClemente
Josephine DiDomenicantonio
Ralph DiFlorio
Kevin Dillon
Richard Dimmel Family
Sister Stephen Maria Dixon
Dodge Family

Mrs. Peg Dolan
Steven and Joanne Dooher and
Sons
Corinne Dover
Sister Linda Jean Dowling
Mary Downs
Carol Dugan-Hebert
Sister Barbara Duncovich
Sister Mary Dorena Dwyer
Frances Eckler
Marie Ann Eckler
Rose Edgcomb
Sister Mary Edmund
Leona M. Egan
Sister Paula Jude Egan
Tom Eide
Elizabeth Etheridge
Walter Ewanski
Deborah Falzano
Angeline Faragon
Rena Faranda
Vincent Fargione
Sister Lamese M. Farhart
"Felician Sisters of Lodi, New
Jersey"
Mary Felitte
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fenton
Salvatore Ferlozzo
Joe Ferris
Sister Rosita Finnerty
Mrs. David A. Firley
Dr. and Mrs. James B. Fitzgerald Jr.
Sister Rose Eileen Flanagan
Virginia Fleming
Sister Dorothy Flood
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth A.F. Forbes
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Ford
Shirley Forts
Mary Fountain
Mary C. Frazier
Patti and Steve Freed
Elaine Freeman
Rev. Matthew Frisoni
Vincent Fronzek
Jane Frost
Mrs. Anna Mae Fuller
Sister Janet Furman
Barbara Ann Gallivan
Michael Galuppi
Sister Sylvia Marie Gamberoni
Rev. Anthony Gamble
Marge Gaul
Mrs. Mary Ann Giblin
Ray and Ginny Gifford
Sister Catherine M. Giglio
Paul Gizzi
Robert Glessing

Anthony Gogan
Sister Robert Rita Graham
Mrs. Antoinette Greaney
Sister Margaret Mary Grewen
Walter Groginski
Sister Joan Teresa Groth
Dr. Anthony Guidarelli
Lauretta M. Guiltinan
Sister Patrick Lauretta Guiltinan
Anne E. Gunn
Addie Haas
Sister Margaret Hackett
Irene J. Hall
Jean E. Hall
Gloria and Donald Halstead
Eunice Hamm
Hermine Harlender
"Chris, Idie, Zeb and Vincent
Hastings"
Olga Hatchel
Sister Marilyn Hayes
Beverly Hebert
Rev. James Hedderman
Bob and Josie Herrick
Hickey Family
Catherine Hickland
Bill and Claire Hilligas
Rev. John Hogan
Sister Mary Alfred Holdredge
james Holloran
Norbert and Lydia Holz
Mrs. Charlotte Horoschak
Phil Howland
Most Rev. Howard J. Hubbard
Diane Hudson
Harry Hummel
Sister Jean Martin Hyde
Rae Jachlewski
Sophie Jeffrey
Debra Jeffs
Declan James Johnson
Rev. William R. Jones
Stella Joseph
Jubilarians 07
Florence Kabuskie
Rita P. Kalin
Sister Mary Ethna Kapfer
Sister Mary Agnes Kehoe
Sister Rosalie Kelley
Rev. Msgr. William M. Kelly
Sister Geraldine Marie Kennah
Matthew Kensey
Rosemary and Jack Kerrebrock
Sister Joan Killoran
Sister Ruth Kindeland
Alma King
John P. Kirsch
Nicholas Knowles
Victor Kochakji
Rose Kresse
Sister Irene Kruse
Jack LaFerriere
Fran and Gwen Lallier
Mrs. Rose Lamanna
Mark Lamberton
Sister Maria Jude LaPoint
Bernadine M. Lawyer
Ruth LeBeau
Richard Lee
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During the fiscal period
June 1 to September 30,
2007 contributions were

made in honor of the
following people.
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Moving?  Please Let Us Know!
We like to keep in touch with our friends; 

so would you please notify us of any address
changes?  Please send to: Sisters of St. Joseph, 

385 Watervliet-Shaker Road, Latham, 
NY 12110, or call (518) 783-3614.



Mr. and Mrs. Andrew E. Lemery
Sara LePore
Michael Linck
Raymond Linck
Dr. Jenifer Lindstrom
Andrea Livignale
Lorraine Longobucco
Helen Losak
Sister Therese Lynch
Garth and Nancy MacFarland
Vincenzo Macri
Arlene Madigan
Katherine Makarowsky
Bernard Malay
Roseanne Malkowicz
Marilyn Maloney
Sister Shirley Maloney
Sister Loretta Maloof
Marjorie Maney
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G. Manupella
Mark
Sister Mary Catherine Marrone
Louise Marturano
Ellen and Jim Mattrazzo
Rev. Francis Mawn
Sister Johanne McCarthy
Betty McCauley
Mr. and Mrs. Harry McDonald
Mary Rose McDonald
Father Edward J. McDonough
CSSR
Maureen McKay Valle
Neil McKechnie
Catherine and James McLaughlin
Robert and Bridget McLaughlin
Olga McLeod
Sister Helen Eugene McNally
Donna McNeil
Hon. John J. McNulty Jr.
Rita and Dick Meher
Mel and Jo Melton
Mary and Pauline Merezio
Sister Catherine Roberta Metsker
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Migon
Mr. and Mrs. Millard
Jeannie Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Mirabito
Lucy Montecalvo
Sister Mary Rita Moody
Barbara Moore
Nancv Morrison
A. J. Mountain
Mr. and Mrs. Emil Mozolak
Sister Joseph Ann Murphy
Larry Murphy
Pat Murphy
Joseph Muth
Dominick J. Nardelli
Ernestina Nascimento
Sister Lillian Needham SSJ
Sister Maureen Nelligan
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Nelson
Puz and Harold Nelson
"Sister Mary Pat Nerf, R.S.M."
Bradley J. Nicholson
Mrs. Amy Nicoletti
Bob and Dorothy Nolan
Sister Ellen Alicia Noonan
Dorothy Norton
Christine Nugent

Nurses
Bob O'Brien
Nora O'Brien
Thomas O'Carroll
John L. O'Connor
Nanci and Dan Odishoo
Timothy O'Hara
Dennis O'Leary
Edward F. O'Neil
Chester Opalka
Mary Opalka
Mr. and Mrs. Melick Paparian
Frank Pawlik
Linda Pennymaker
Margaret Peronne
Ray and Pat Peters
Eileen Pillsworth
Ashley Pimpinella
Mrs. Jane T Podolak
Honora Poirier
Dorothy Powers
Joseph Powers
Margaret L. Powers
Ginger Preske
George Prolchenko
Irene Prozak
John Pryon
Patricia Ptrohecher
Father Thomas Quinn
Sister Maureen Joseph Rainone
Lucille Ramon
Stephanie Ratte and Michael Davis
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Rausch
Darryl Redmore
Allyson K. Regan
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert W. Reilly
Thelma Reinmann
Mary M. Remarchuk
Anne Remis
Mr. and Mrs. William Reschke
Veronica Reynolds
Joseph F. Riberty
Sister Matilda Anne Riley
Joseph Rinella
George Rioux
Robert
Elizabeth Robusto
Ann Rock
Sister Carol Rohloff
Kristian Romano
Emily and Tom Rosen
Sue Roti Roti
Doris Rougeau
Robert Rule
Sister Catherine Bede Rupprecht

Josephine Rush
Greta and John Russell
Sister Marion Rypski
Laurie Louise Sabin
Mrs. Virginia Sahler
Joseph Salamack
Sister Regina Clare Salazar
Joseph Sanderson
Joseph Sangregoria
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Santerre
John Sardonia
Myrna L. Savino
Sister Carolyn Schanz
Antoninio Schepisi
Sister Joan Schermerhorn
Sister Beverly Marie Schickel
Sister Rose Miriam Schillinger
Paul Schmid
Richard and Claudine Schreiner
Sister Helen Marie Schumacher
Sister Barbara Sefcik
Robert Sencer
Tony and Patti Settember
Carolyn Shaftick
Ron Shepherd
Pat Sheridan
Rev. Larry Shinnick
Dr. G Tom Shires
Michelle Shutlock
Michele A. Simmen
Sister Mary Margaret Singer
Sisters of St. Joseph Retirees
Vicki Slade
Helen B. Small
Evelyn Smith
Margaret Smith
Sister Rose Regina Smith
Sister Mary Karol Smolka
Bob Smythe
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Sollecito
Louise Sollecito
Jeanne and Ken Speanburg
Special Intentions
Sister Ellen James Spellman
"St. Anthony of Padua, Syracuse
sisters"
St. Francis of Assisi
St. Mary's Class of '62 Nursing
St. Rose Sisters of St. Joseph '44-'45
Bernard Statile
Clifford Stevens
Cletus Stoeser
Elizabeth Strang
Kathryn B. Sullivan
Margaret Sullivan

Dr. Sumitra
Henry Swanker
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Swiderski
Sister Camille Szymanski
Richard and Doris Talbut
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Terranova
Sister Serena Thompson
John Tremblay
Michele Triola
Colleen Trody
Mrs. Margaret Tunkel
Nancy Turcotte
Emma Vamosy
Dorothy VanHeusen
Joseph VanZetta
Mary Vargas
Lucy Vennard
Rev. Ralph A. Villani
Doris Vist
Viola Vitale
Carl Vivagua
"Regina ""Dolly"" Waldorf"
Charles Walsh
Nan Walsh
Mary Warfield
Sister Jean Catherine Welch SSJ
Margaret Welsh
Father Jon Werner
Edwin White
Janice Lynn White
Joyce K. Willson
Janet Wilson
Joseph Wyzolmerski
Rev. Msgr. J. Robert Yeazel
Mrs. Elizabeth Young
Kathy Young
Sister Rose Therese Zaloom
Mary Ziemski
Josephine Zima
Ellen K. Zimmermann
John Zink

Honorials Honorials

To Remember 
Family and Friends with Prayers . . .

A variety of birthday, congratulations, sympathy, thank you, get well and thinking 
of you cards are available.  If you would like to place an order, please contact:

Development Office • St. Joseph’s Provincial House
385 Watervliet-Shaker Rd., Latham, NY 12110  •  518-783-3614

b
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Memorials

William Ackerman
Margaret Aherin
Charles and Joseph Alaskey
Christopher Patrick Allen
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Allen
Mary Jane V. Allen
Robert D. Allen
Stephanie M. Allen
Angelina and Dominic Alvaro
Santiago Aranas
Margie Arberg
Hilda and Nelson Atanasoff
Stanley and Veronica Austikolins
Marjorie Baker
Louis Baldanza
Mrs. Anna Ball
Francois Bapst
Mr. Leon W. Barber
Edward and Cora E. Bardon
Linda Barkman
John Barringer
Sister Eileen Barry
Joseph Bauman
Edward Baxter
Rene Barerra Bayes
Lynn S. Beaton
Judith E. Beaulac
Patricia A. Beck
William Beck
"Herman ""Hy"" Becker"
Sister Marie Behan
Jane Bendon
Eileen M. Bercharlie
Louis Berolotti
Maureen Bethel
Marita Bevilacqua
Jay Biondi
Sheila Pollard Bishop
Joseph L. Biviano Sr.
Sister Joyce Blaney
Frances Blinebry
Lois Bogardis
Betty Bohunicky

Eileen C. Bolger
Honorato Bondoc
Lillian F. Boniewicz
Bernice Bonville
Sister Mary Susanne Bonville
Maura J. Bonville
Elizabeth Boone
Paul Borges
Valerie Borges
Catherine Brennan
Rev. Gregory Brennan
Sister John Marie Brennan
Sister Mary Fidelia Brennan
Barbara Breslin
Elizabeth Breslin
Matthew Francis Breslin
Al Bridges
Sister Joan Mary Brogle
Sister Jane Therese Brooks
John Brosnan
Glenn Brown
James Brown
Margaret C. Brown
Timothy Brown
Stanley W. Brucker
Catherine Bruno
Agnes and William Buczkowski
Robert Bufe
Helen R. Bullis
Mollie C. Burke
Robert Burke
Sister Nancy Burkhard
Joan Burns
Margaret E. Burns
Mary Burns
Sister Maureen Anne Burns
Dorothy Burrell
Frank Bussey
Buddy Butler
Joe Byrnes
Kathleen Byrnes
Louis and Assunta Cacciotti
Betty Cahill
Jackie Callahan
John A. Canfield
Rev. Walter Cannan
Theresa Cannon
William A. Canny
John Capone
Pasquale Cappello
Sister Rose Marie Cardillo
Paul Carey

Marie Carmoli
Mary A. Carney
E. Francis and Mary Agnes Carns
William J. Carr
Thomas Casey
Mae Causey
Sister Eleanor Ceccucci
Harold Ceccuci
Laurent Chamberland
Joan Chapko
Rocco Checola
Lena Cherry
Brother Clarence Chew SM
Chip
Charles Chirico Family
Jane Chmielewski
Edward Churchill
James Ciccarino
Stanley Cihala
Gilda Cipriani
"Thomas ""Bud"" Clark"
Anna Marie Cleary
Ida Clemente
John Clifford
"Grace and Joseph Coates, Sr."
Alfeo Coco Family
Beatrice Coffey
Heidi Coffey
Catherine Colacecco
James Coleman
Bill Comiskey
Joan Connelly
Marjorie Connolly
Lois Connors
Georgianne Conte
Sister Anne Marie Conway
Margaret Corbett
Bunny Corso
Mrs. Alfredo Costello
Beulah Rose Costello
Esperazo Costello
Philip James Costello
Edna F. Coughlin
John Coyle
Miss Margaret Coyle
"George, Mabel, John and Mary
Craven"
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cresanti
Helen Cribbs
"John, Mary and Ben Crispo"
Mary and Michael Cristalli
Joann Hunt Crites

Sister Noel Marie Cronin
Rosalie Crumb
John Cullam
Sister Elizabeth Thomas Cullen
James Cunningham
Emanuel Cuscianna
Paul Czelusniak
Bill and Rosemary Daley
Neal and Helen Daley
William Daley
Virginia Daly
Ingrid Danter
Julia Daoust
Philip D'Arrigo
Daughters of Charity in Peru
Jean Davey
Eileen Davis
James Deegan
Sally and Jack Deegan
Craig DeJohn
Thomas Delaney
Carrie C. Delduce
DellaRocco Family
Margaret DeMare
Donald Deming
Alfred DeMizio
Frances Demuling
Thomas DeNapoli
Venera DeNapoli
Claire Denis
Sister Charleen Denver
Chet Derda
Daniel Arthur DeRizzo
Ralph DeRizzo
Marilyn DeVoe
Larry Dewine
Sister Jean Patrice DiFulvio
Nicholas Diglio
Anthony Dignazio
William Dillon
G. Thomas DiNapoli
Anna Dinova
Mary Ann DiPerna
Stella Dissler
Paul Doherty
Betty Dolan
Lee Dolson
Robert Donohue
Kay Dowling
Michelle Downey
Daniel F. Driscoll
Rev. John S. Drozdzal

Memorials Memorials

Remember the CSJ Sisters in Your Will
Your will is one of the most important documents you write in your lifetime. From time to time, 
your will may need to be updated to reflect current family members or to add to your favorite charity.

If you are making out your will or planning to add a codicil, we invite you to remember the Sisters of 
St. Joseph in your plans.  In this way, you will have a special share in the prayers and works of the CSJ 
Sisters and the Sisters will benefit, too.  Our legal corporation title and address is: 

The Society of the Sisters of St. Joseph, 385 Watervliet-Shaker Rd., Latham, N.Y. 12110.
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During the fiscal period
June 1 to September 30,
2007 contributions were
made in memory of the

following people.



Lester Dubov
Albert Duchock
Francis Duffy
Maeve Dugan
Raymond Dunmyer
Elsie and Calvin Dunn
Marge Cosgriff Dupont
Jeanne Durant
Stanley Dyoych
Mary Eble
Sister Anne Gabriel Edgeworth
Bruce Edmonds
Mabel Edwards
Sister Thomas Aquinas Effley
Fred and Louise Elber
Kelli Elmer
Charles Ely
Edward Emerson
Michel Emery
Phil Emmons
Ralph Emmons
Dorothy Engmann
Virginia Enshur
George Erwin
Josephine B. Etoll
Barbara Eyere
Sister Caroline Fahey
Charmaine Fallon
Rev. James J. Fallon
Henry Farley
Ann C. Fastic
Geraldine Fatone
Frederick K. Fausel
Robert Feldmeier
Rose Fenchynsky
Scott Fiacco
Frank R. Finn
John G. Fitzgerald
Joseph E. Fitzgerald
Brian Fitzsimmons
Raymond A. Flaherty
Daniel J. Flahive
Mark Flanagan
Thomas J. Flanagan
Doris Flater
Harriet A. Flavin
"John, Joseph and Mary Flavin"
Sister Mary Ernesta Flynn
Mildred A. Foley
Dennis Foote
Sister Mary Kevin Ford
Faith Fortier
Mary Fox
Sister James Bernard Franklin
Mrs. Dorothy Frascatore
John Edward Freund
George Frokedal
Louise Furcinito
Mrs. Dorothy A. Gallagher
Dorothy E Gallagher
Clair Galley
Sister Ellen Marie Galligan
Mildred Gallo
Robert Galvin
James Ganim
Ellen Corser Garrett
David C. Garrity
Rose Gaube
Ellen Gebhardt
Rita Gebhardt

Joseph Geracitone
Norman Gervais
Carolyn Giambrone
Walter Giblin
Sister Mary Perpetua Gibson
Susan Gilchrist
Mary P. Girvin
Patricia (Patti) K. Gleason
James Glen
Sister Genevieve Glennon
Betty Golden
Barbara Goodnow
Jacqueline Goot
Sister Anne Theresa Goppert
Virginia A. Gorman
Paul Graig
Joseph Graney
Dorothy Grant
Sister Joel Marie Gratton
Sister Mary Edna Gremmler
Mark Matthew Grimes
Gerald F. Griswold
Ira Groesbeck
Ruth Grogan
Stanley Grovenger
Eleanor J. Gubbins
Alfred Guthrie
Richard Hadcock
Ellen Whalen Halstead
Joseph Hanusik
Hermine Harlander
Mrs. Rita Harrold
Robert L. Hart
Beatrice Fahey Hartnett
Donald Hayes
John P. Hayes
Honorable Leo Hayes
Mary Hebenstreet
Mary Hebert
Sister Mary  Elise Heick
Dr. Harold Heintz
Dr. Hebert Heintz
Jane Hennelly
Louise Hennessy
John Hepp
Sister Thomas Denise Hicks
MaryLou Hildreth
James Hilston
John Hilston
Barbara Hoffman
Edna Hoffman
Virginia Hoffman
Judith Hogan
Dr. Richard Hogan
Richard Holboldt
Paul Hoodack
Margaret Horgan
Ruth H. Howard
Matthew Howe
Gretchen B. Hughes
Steve Hungerford
William Hunt Sr.
Mr. Hunter
Sister Janet Huppman
Sister Marie Aimee Hurley
Richard Hurley
Angelena Iannotti
Sister Mary Ernesta Ilyan
Alexander Impaglia
Brigitte F. Isabelle

Anna Ives
Margie (Churchill) Jarrett
Richard Jendrzejczak
Mary Jones
Mary Francis Jones
Sister Mary Elizabeth Judge
Mary Jupin
Mrs. Frank Kababik
Laura and Arthur Kabuskie
Edward Kain
Rose Mary Kane
James L. Kavanaugh
Mrs. Marjorie L. Keating
"Sisters Dominica, Emmanuel and
Francis John Keefe"
Sister Noreen Keenan
Felecia Keida
Sister Mary Augustine Keiflin
Paul Kelley
Darrice Kelley's Father
James Kelly
John M. Kelly
Sister Maria Ann Kelly
Paul Kelly
Paul J. Kelly
Robert Kemiston
Robert E. Keniston
Gertrude Kent
Mazie Kiley
Marilyn Killelea
Elizabeth King
Evelyn Kirsch
Sister Isabel Kloetzli
Jeremy Klugman
Gloria Rose Kochakji
Robert A. Koon Sr.
Ida J. Korba
Mary Rose Kostek
Eileen Kowalczyk
Kozielski and Kruse Family
Thomas Kralovich
Harvey Kriesel
Philip Kriger
John Kruegler
Mary Beth Kump
Thomas Lachanski
Ignatius Lacombe
Sister James Margaret
Lafferty
Leona Lallier
John Lally
Judith Lang-Connors
Harlan LaPoint
Dorothy Larkin
James P. Larkin
Loretta Larose
"Corrado ""Cret""
Lattanzio"
Jeannette Lavigne
George E. Lawrence
Sister Mary Alexander
Leavy
Katherine Lech
Lee and deGraffenried
families
Dr. John Lee
Deacon John Lee
Joseph Len
Walter Leroy
Irene Lichowid

Ignatius Licitra
Anthony Ligoci
William Lloyd
Josephine Lobello
Thomas J. Lonergan
Stella Lopata
Margaret Loranger
Dominic Luante Family
Margaret Lucha
Gail Lucier
Mrs. Ann Luzon
Irene Lychowid
Lorri T. Lykias
James T. Lyons
Rev. John J. Lysogorski
Donna J. Maggio
Marjorie Maguire
George Major
Robert Malarzo
Frank Malinoski
"Albert J. Mallory, Jr."
Florence C. Mantel
Louis Marchese
Anna Marino
Henry Marmillo
Angelina Marmo
Dorothy M. Marschilok
Donald A. Marsh
Dorothy Martin
Shawn Martin
Victor Martin
Frank Marx
Ellen Mathewson
Carol Maxfield
Bill McCafferty
Sister James Marie McCann CSJ
Ellen McCloskey
Robert McClure
Thomas R. McCune
Thomas J. McDonald
"Reverend Kenan G
McGowan,OFM Conv"
Isabelle McGuigan
LaVerne (Bernie) McHugh

Memorials Memorials

Have you ever thought
about becoming a 

Sister of St. Joseph?

We welcome inquiries from 
single women who have a love 
for God•s people and a desire 

to live the Gospel. 
For more information 

please contact: 
Sister Joan Mary Hartigan, CSJ
385 Watervliet-Shaker Road,

Latham, NY 12110
(518) 389-0605
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Neil T. and Rose McKeon
James McLaughlin
Kyle McLenithan
Sister Clara Agnes McLoughlin
McManus Family
Barbara McMeel
John T. McQueen
Joseph E. McTague
Lisa Meeker
Lisa Meghor
Patricia Meinu
Anthony Melise
Harwell Melton
Sister Ann Dolores Milerick
Barbara Miller
Joseph Miller
Sister Margaret Miller
Frank T. Minehan
Mary S. Moldt
Kathleen Brown Moll
"James Monahan, Sr."
Lynn Montanaro
Angelo Monzo
Malcolm Mooers
Lucille M. Moore
Sheila Moore
Bernice Morette
Cosimo and Angeline Morga
Angeline Mormo
"Donald ""Beansie"" Morrette"
Mary F. Mottolese
Dave Mount
Doris Mulkerne
Edward Mullen
Helen Mullen
James Mulroy
Joseph Muraski
Andrew Murphy
Christopher Murphy
Sister Helen Edward Murphy
John H. Murphy
Matthew Murphy
Sandra Murphy
Theresa Murphy
Virginia S. Murphy
Eve Murray
Marvin Myers
Norman Nakamoto
Yvonne O'Keefe Natale
Sister Charles Marie Neat
Estate of Bernadette Nerf
Mary Nicoll
Genevieve Noetscher
Derek Nolan
Michael Noonan
Nana M. Noonan
Theresa H. Norton
Betty Noyes
Peter A. Nucci
Helen O
Bridget Carroll O'Brien
Carol A. O'Connor
Jean O'Connor
Alice O'Donnell
Brendan O'Donnell
"Raymond P. O'Donnell, Jr."
Richard O'Hara
Adelaida Olazagasti
David O'Leary
Katherine and Edward Oliver

John Olweit
Bruce O'Neill
Joseph O'Neill
Agnes and Sheldon Otis
Walter Ozbahr
Elizabeth Pais
Mrs. Nancy Pamadora
David Panek
Helen Panico
Dominic Papa
Eugene Parkin
Frances B. Pasik
Bernard Pasquali
Majorie A. Paul
Bernard Pecchio
Mary Peloke
Helen Peluso
William Pence
Josephine Penna
Thomasine S. Perkins
Victoria M. Perrier
Mary Persechino
Nicole Person
Mrs. Jennie Peruzzi
Michael Petraitis
Katherine Petruska
Franklyn A. Pierce
Alice and Francis Pierson
Michael Pietrosanto
Jean Piraino
Burt Platt
Rosemary Plotner
Mary Lou Polen
Frank Pollio
Anthony P. Porillo
Alfred Poulette
Frank B. Powers
Judith Prieto
Stephen Pudiak
Bernard F. Puglisi Sr.
William Purcell
June Puskar
Alice Quenale
Angeline Quintero
Stephen Racko
Antoinette Radlick
Gladys Daley Ray
Norma Record
Helen Redding
Marie Grace Redon
Sgt. Leslie W. Reed
John Rehfuss
Barbara Reidy

Anna Reinoehl
Joseph Riley
William Riley
Joseph Rivezzigno
Mary Rivituso
Lucy Rizzo
Leonard Robert
Jane Weibel Roberts
Raymond Roberts
Edward Robideau
Rey E. Robles
Regina Rodreiguez
Mrs. Ida V. Rohloff
Lucille Roman
Richard A. Romeo
Mrs. Madeline B. Rootes
Locksey Rorick
Sister Bernard Joseph Rose
Sandy Rose
Isabel Rosenberger
Joseph Roser
Sister Laura Rotkowski
Margaret Roy
Sharon Rushia
William Russell
Ann Russo
Sister Laura Rutkowski MR
Helen Huppman Ryan
"John, Thomas, Agnes Ryan"
Bonnie Ryan-Mott
Catharine Ryfun
Anthony Salce
Joseph J. Salerno
Margaret Salway
"Robert C. Salway, Sr."
Rev. Msgr. Frank L. Sammons
Catherine Sands
Ann Santora
John J. Sanvidge Sr.
Helen Sauro
Donna Scalese
Andrew Scanlon Family
Sister Roberta Joseph Scanlon
Dorothy Schatzle
John H. Scherer
Mary Schickel
A. Lorena Schrader
Sister Francis Eymard Schrader
Harry Schultz
Michael Scott
Anthony Scrime
Minnie A. Seiter
Rocco Seneca

Leo and Martha Serowik
Sister Mary Alvera Sessler
Bud Severson
Joseph and Philomena Sfara
Iris L. Shaver
Eileen Shellard
"William ""Billy"" Sherman"
Mary Shields
Kay Shultz
Robert Sibley
Irvin Siebert
Joseph Silvagio
Donna Simiele
Richard Simons
Dorothy Singer
David Smith
Eleanor P. Smith
Helen Smith
Sister Raphael Smith
Dorothy Snyder
Pearl Snyder
Marian Soldo
Sollecito and Vecchio families
Edward J. Spear
Marilyn Spiers
Fannie and Michael and Family
Spillane
John H. Spillane
Sister Christine Spirko
Douglas Stanton
Mr. Rudy Stautner
Peter A. Steinborn
Paul Stevens
Margaret Stewart
Tom Stewart
Elaine Stoddard
William and Effie Stoffels
Jana Strape
Lola C. Stratta
Francis Streeter
Michael Sturak
Sam Stuto
Doris Sullivan
John P. Sullivan
Joseph P. Sullivan
Sister Mary Winifred Sullivan
Virginia Swartz
Sister Charline Sweeney
Stanley F. Swertinski
Clare T. Tallon
Bernard Tansey
St. Joseph's Religious Teachers
Brian Tedesco

Memorials Memorials
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The Development Office would like to introduce
our Newsline readers to Kris (Remarchuk) Ruddy.
Kris serves as development coordinator and joined
the development team in July 2007.  Kris has a long
and personal relationship with the Sisters of St.
Joseph.  She graduated from St. Joseph's School in
South Troy and Catholic Central High School, Troy.
It is a pleasure to have Kris working with us and we
wish her enjoyment and happiness. 



Marilyn K. Tehan
Florence B. Testa
Sister Catherine Paul Theiss
Lawrence Thibault
Stanley J. Thomas Sr.
Dennis M. Tierney
John F. Tierney
Harold Timmis
"Paul C. Tirrell - Bill, Jerry & Phil"
Nora Tobin
Mrs. Helen Tornesello
Andrea Townsend
Patrick Trainor
Harold Tunkel
Florence Turowski
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Vail
Elsie Valetta

Amelia M. Vallecorsa
George VanAlstyne
Agnes VanDenburgh
Mrs. Laura VanDermark
Mrs. Mary VanDeusen
John Vaughan
Clifford Vaughn
Helen and Christopher Vehstedt
Katherine & Philip Venturo & Rose
Helen Vick
Wendy Ann Vien
Dominick Vigliotti
Marsha Virkler
Rose Visalli
Marion Walag
Patti Walker
Barbara Wallace

James Walsh
Marcia Walsh
John R. Wameling
Sister Regina William Warhurst
John J. Waterman
Carol Waters
"Susan, Lee and Frank Weaver"
Elizabeth Webster
"Arthur T. Webster, Jr."
Cecilia Weidemann
Bill Weimer
Sister Alice Marie Welch
Mary Wertman
John West
Mary T. White
Patricia Wilbor
Theresa Wilk

Sister Louis Alena Wirmusky
Beatrice Wood
Wayne H. Wright
Joseph Wysolmerski
Sister Christine Joseph Yanone
Leonard Yeatts
Thomas J. Young
Sandra Zappala
John Zaremski
Mary Zeitenger

Special Intention
Prayer Request Form

Please ask the Sisters to remember
the following intentions in their
prayers each day:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Requested by:

____________________________  
(name)

____________________________
(phone number)

We invite you to send us your prayer
intentions in the enclosed envelope.

Please know you will be in our prayers.

Update on Carondelet Hospitality Center
Some Interesting Statistics

by Patricia Conron, CSJ

During the first year of the operation of the
Carondelet hospitality Center, we have hosted a variety
of groups from many, different places.  
The following list gives you good 
taste of that variety:

¥   32 diocesan events
¥   27 parish and school events
¥   10 NYS group events
¥   17 health Ð related events
¥   4 musical events
¥   10 Whalen Foundation events
¥   10 CSJ events
¥   11 ÒotherÓ events       

During September 07 alone, we welcomed over 
700 folks to the Center.  Almost all of these groups
have ÒfoundÓ us by word of mouth.  Many have come
directly as a result of invitation/suggestion from one
of our sisters or one of our friends.  Thank you!

If you know of any not-for-profit group 
or governmental agency seeking a place to 
hold a meeting please spread the word.
Information and reservations 
may be gotten by calling the 
office or contacting me at 
518-783-3536 or 
pconroncsj@csjal bany.org

b
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Where Are They Now?
by Sister Patricia Allen

Sister Rosemary
began her elementary
teaching ministry at St.
Patrick’s Troy.  She then
went to St. John the
Evangelist Syracuse,
Cathedral Academy,
Albany and Sacred
Heart, Troy.  Moving to
secondary education,
she  taught Math and
German at Catholic
Central Troy.  At  St.
Mary’s Academy Little
Falls sister served as principal.  Then she became
guidance counselor at St. Mary’s Academy Glens Falls.
Following this Sister returned to CCHS as guidance
counselor.  Sister Rosemary  now ministers at St.
Joseph’s Provincial House in Latham.

Sister Dolores
spent her teaching
ministry in the primary
grades.  She started at St.
Francis de Sales, Troy
and then went to St.
Patrick’s School, Utica.
After that, Sister worked
as a catechetical teacher
at St. Joseph’s, Oswego
and then Our Lady of
Solace, Syracuse.  She
returned to the
classroom teaching at St. John the Evangelist,
Syracuse, St. Pius X, Loudonville, St. Mary’s, Little
Falls, St. Ann’s, Albany and finally at Sacred Heart,
Troy.  Her next assignment was Principal at St. James
Albany.  From there she went to St. Mary’s Parish,
Coxsackie as Pastoral Associate.  

Sister moved west to Sioux City, Iowa as Director
of Elementary Catechesis/Catechist Formation.  When
she came back east, she was Pastoral Associate at St.
Patrick’s Catskill and then St. Patrick’s in St.
Johnsville.  Presently Sister is Pastoral Care Associate
at St. Mary’s Hospital Amsterdam.

Sister Mary Ann
started her ministry as a
child care technician at
St. Joseph’s Infant Home,
Troy.  She then worked at
the Provincial House in
Latham and from there
she went to minister at
The School of the
Disabled in Newtonville.
Since 1970 Sister Mary
Ann has been
ministering in various
positions at St. Mary’s Hospital, Amsterdam.

Sister Linda
began her teaching
ministry at Catholic
Central High School
Troy.  She then went to
St. Agnes and St.
Marie’s Cohoes.  From
there Sister worked as a
Pastoral Associate at St.
John the Baptist Parish,
Greenville and then St.
Mary’s, Crescent.  After
a time as secretary at
the Catholic School
Office in Albany, she returned to parish ministry.
Presently she is Pastoral Associate at her home parish,
St. Helen’s Schenectady.  Sister resides at the
Provincial House.

In this issue we  continue to share with you an update on our sisters who are Schenectady natives.  Sister
Rosemary Hock (Mary Ambrose) and Sister Dolores Stevens (Margaret Philomena) were both from St. Joseph’s
Parish.  Sister Mary Ann McCafferty (Elizabeth Damien) and Sister Linda Mary Vendetti (Ann Lewis) entered
from St. Helen’s Parish.
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Congratulations to Sister Catherine Crispo
who received the Kathleen Picotte Award for
her ministry with the Center for Community
Collaboration.

Sisters in the News

Sister Charla Commins, Executive Director
of Catholic Charities for Saratoga, Warren
and Washington Counties, was honored on
June 7th by Saratoga Central Catholic High
School. Charla was inducted into the
schoolÕs Hall of Fame and received the 2007
Caring Creates Success Award for the many
ways she leads Catholic Charities in
providing consistent support of the students in their personal,
social and spiritual growth.

Sister Rose Margaret Noonan was honored
recently by the Binghamton-area Ladies of Charity
with the Monsignor Joseph B. Toomey Community
Service Award. The award is presented annually Òto
honor a person in the community whose service is
outstanding and congruent with the mission of the
Ladies of Charity.Ó

Kathy Ford, who presented the award, said that
frequently, the honoree is also a person who is a

great source of inspiration to all, and that is certainly true this year. In giving some personal
background on Rose, Kathy remarked that Rose has been a Sister of St. Joseph for almost 73
years. RoseÕs many years of dedicated ministry have included the following: teaching,
administration, community leadership, serving migrant workers, being Catholic chaplain at
Family Court in Syracuse and parish pastoral ministry.

In addition, Kathy highlighted RoseÕs giftedness as a director of retreats and days of
recollection, as well as the many occasions Rose has been invited to speak to various groups
and organizations and did so with Ògreat generosity of spirit.Ó

Kathy concluded her introduction by praising Rose for being a long-time advocate for equal
sharing of ecclesiastical roles for women in the Roman Catholic Church. Sister Rose Margaret
Noonan is an outstanding example of what it means to be a daughter of the Church, and she
has given us reason and example, as Catholic women, to hold our heads high. I find Sister Rose
to be truly an inspiration! Congratulations Rose! We too, find you to be truly an inspiration!
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Sisters in the News continued

Congratulations to Sister Jeanne Marie Gocha who will
make her final profession as a Sister of St. Joseph on
Saturday, October 13, 2007 in the chapel at St. Joseph's
Provincial House. Sister is currently the principal of St.
Mary's School in Ballston Spa, New York.

Sister James Michael Ryanwas honored with a special
recognition by Albany County Legislator Bob Betson at a
Mother's Day luncheon at The Watervliet Senior Center on May
11. Sister James was acknowledged for her lifetime of dedication
and advocacy to the service of others. As Mr. Beston stated,
ÒSister James was a mentor to the young for 49 years as she
devoted her life to teaching. After retiring from teaching, Sister
worked just as hard in her advocacy for senior citizens, with
special attention to the poor and homebound, bringing the

Eucharist to the sick and homebound, bringing food and clothing to the elderly poor. Sister
James will never be forgotten by the hundreds of seniors she has touched so deeply and
continues to help. For the past four years, Sister James has been actively serving as board
secretary and spiritual counselor to the Watervliet Senior Center. She is loved, admired and
greatly appreciated for all of her ongoing work in the Watervliet community.Ó

Sister Barbara St. Andrews was nominated for the
Annual Character Development Award at SUNY Canton.
In the notification letter, the Character Development
Committee said, ÒEven though you were not this yearÕs
recipient of the award, it is a distinct honor to be
recommended for such an award. You have been
observed demonstrating aspects of the traits promoted
by our Campus Creed: honesty, respect, responsibility,
fairness, citizenship and caring, and we commend you
for your efforts.Ó
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This event is possible through the generosity of Tim Janis and the John, Marie and Joseph Whalen Foundation.
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Making Music Together at Carondelet Music Center:  
3 Months Old to 94 Years Young

by Sister Patricia St. John

“I couldn’t wait until Tuesday came!” exclaimed
Sister Mary Kay Marrone, participating in a special,
six-week intergenerational music class as part of
Carondelet Music Center’s Summer Camp 2007.
Anticipating the excitement before the fourth session,
Sister Jane Gossin asked, “Is today the day we will
get to hold the babies?”  “I don’t know,” I replied.
“We’ll have to see how the babies respond.”

Gathering Time
Eight senior sisters, ranging in age from 70 to 94,
joined with eight infants, ranging in age from three to
sixteen months (lap babies, crawlers and walkers) and
their caregivers (mostly
moms, sometimes dads
and/or grandmothers)
for an hour-long
session of instrument
playing, movement,
dancing, and singing.
With the sisters seated
around the circle, each
session began with
instrument exploration.
A special gathering
time for participants to
engage with one
another, instrument
exploration affords
infants salient
socialization opportunities: responding, interacting,
sharing, partnering.  There are brightly colored
scarves, rainbow drums, rattles, egg shakers and bells.
For the crawlers, freedom to explore during this time
affords them opportunities to find a friend in the
environment.  As Sister Jane Burns gently pulled a
colorful scarf over three-month-old Carter’s face,
Sister Esther Thomas held eight-month-old Sophia
while Sophia’s mom placed a scarf on their heads,
playfully singing Peek-a-boo.   Sister Helen
Schumacher was enthralled when Christopher, the
oldest infant participant at sixteen months and a

seasoned alum of the Music Center, ran across the
room to her with outstretched arms.   Christopher
started classes at the Center during Summer Camp
2006 when he was four months old and has completed
three semesters.  Sister Jane Dardis couldn’t believe
three-month old Liam’s alertness, particularly his
active response to her engagement with him as she
gently shook the egg shaker.  One particular highlight
in this initial gathering time was when ten-month-old
Lily left the security of her mom’s lap to crawl over to
me to pull the scarf off of my head as I initiated the
Peek-a-boo song-play.  Christopher soon followed
suit, running up to me with a scarf on his head to

reciprocate my play with him. 

Warm-Up and Dance
Gathering time was followed by infant
massage and warm-up and then, a lively group
dance.  Partnering with a senior sister,
caregivers and babies danced with scarves and
bells; they formed ensembles with drums and
shakers as they accompanied one another’s
music.  Some of the sisters’ favorite musical
selections were incorporated as a generational
bridge: swinging to Tony Bennett’s
interpretation of Swinging on a Star, swaying
to Judy Garland’s rendition of Somewhere
Over the Rainbow, drumming to Bill Haley’s
Rock Around the Clock, rocking and rolling to
the Beatles’ All You Need is Love, and even

marching to Guy Lombardo’s Happy Days Are Here
Again.  As Sister Rosita Finnerty rocked Sophia to
Louis Armstrong’s version of What a Wonderful
World, Sister Eileen Crosby shook jingle bells in
delightful duet with twelve-month-old Joey. Our only
obstacle was time - not musical time, but play time:
there wasn’t enough of it to take in all the potential
and possibility the interactions offered. 

Mutual Growth
While the sister participants were amazed each week
by the infants’ growth, I took note of the sisters’
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growth. Initially, they suggested that they had no
expectations prior to the class; this was reflected in
the journal entries they were
asked to make each week.
However, as I read their
responses to “What surprised
you?” I realized that their
expectations were, in fact,
limited for the infants.  The
sister participants were
astonished by the babies’
responses, musical and
otherwise!  We discussed the
babies’ subtle growth from
week to week: the movement
away from caregiver and
toward another, particularly a
peer; their “dancing” -
coordinated leg and arm movements to the musical
pulse; the power of their gestures and their nonverbal
communication; their vocalizations in response to the
singing; their curiosity to discover not only what an
instrument could do but also what they could do with
it; and their whole-body bouncing to the beat of the
music.  The sisters’ astute comments told me they had
honed their observational skills and recognized the
small, but significant changes that occur across time -
between the opening and closing ritual of each session
or from week one to week six. 

New Relationships
The development of relationships is a profound aspect
of my work; it reflects the salient social dimension of
making music together. It is amazing growth, albeit
incremental: increased comfort with being together,
more conversational exchange and interest in who the
other is, hearing such phrases as, “I missed you last
week!”  In her journal entry for the sixth week, one
sister wrote: “I had not seen Liam [three months old]
for two weeks, so when he came, I noticed how much
he had grown and developed his own little personality.
I smiled when I saw his beautiful, big smile.  Erin, his
mom, placed him on my lap.  It was a delightful
moment for me to be holding that wonderful bundle
of great joy!  Liam seemed to be content to be there
and began to move his little arms back and forth.”
Perhaps one of the tenderest responses with respect to
growth in relationship is found in this entry from
another journal: “I did not know what to expect, and I

was fearful that I would not be good at dealing with a
baby…The little one was very friendly - took my hand

and smiled at me… They were so
comfortable!”  As I reflected on this entry,
I thought about “neighbor with neighbor”
and how, sometimes, “the neighbor” finds
us in the most unlikely places. 

Benefits
The benefits of intergenerational
experiences are numerous.  Such
experiences offer opportunities to grow in
understanding of one another, to learn
from one another, to foster respect for
difference and to cultivate appreciation for
diversity.  Sisters were asked to record in
their journal how they felt at the end of the
sessions.  Responses included: “The

experience was a happy one,” “I learned a lot,” “I feel
energized, happy, enthusiastic, younger,” “I can’t wait
until next week,” “I am amazed and amused,” “I feel
new life,” and “I am surprised, delighted, excited
AND tired!”  (This last description was in response to
the energy required to facilitate the class!) Music’s
inherent socializing force seems to be an ideal vehicle
to promote such intergenerational endeavors, and
Carondelet Music Center has proven to be an ideal
setting, combining the unique population of our
Provincial House Community with the established
reputation the Carondelet Music Center enjoys.

28 CSJ Newsline                                                                                                                                            Fall 2007



Sister Anne Honored By Teresian House
by Patricia A. St. John, CSJ

Sister Pauline Brecanier,
O. Carm, long-time
administrator of Teresian

House in Albany, telephoned
Sister Anne Bryan Smollin
several times in the late winter
months. Anne had been
traveling extensively with work-
related commitments. Finally, in
March of 2007, the two
connected. “Let’s meet for
dinner,” invited the Carmelite
administrator. Anne anticipated that Sister Pauline
needed a favor, perhaps some consultation or maybe just
a listening ear as she reminisced about her recently
deceased mother. (Anne’s connection with the Carmelite
Community extends over several years.) “What’s up?
What can I do for you?” asked Anne when she and Sister
Pauline finally met for dinner. Sister Pauline replied,
“Let’s get down to business. The Teresian House
Foundation would like to honor you this year with the
Community Service Award.” Anne was stunned! Each
year she attends the popular, highly publicized event to
support the work of the Carmelite Sisters. Anne never
imagined that she would be the honoree. Other honorees
have included such high-profile figures as former New
York Governor Hugh Carey, Chancellor Father Michael
Farano, professional figure skater Tara Lipinski, and
popular author Mary Higgins Clark.

Thus, August 2 became a day in the winner’s circle
for the Albany Province as the Teresian House
Foundation generously honored one of our own sisters at
its annual friend-raiser, held at the historic Saratoga
Reading Room. Anne was given the award for being “a
catalyst in the spiritual, joyful, mental and physical
development of our society.” Preceding the delightful,
evening event, Anne, accompanied by her mother, sister
and me, were guests of the Foundation at the Saratoga
Racetrack. Together with Sister Pauline and the
committee responsible for organizing the carefully
prepared, day-long event, we enjoyed a delicious lunch
on the third tier at the finish line in the Club House. The
excitement mounted as we heard, “Yand they’re off!” in
the second race, named The Sister Anne Bryan Smollin 

Race. In the Winner’s Circle
after her race, Anne,
accompanied by guests and
event organizers,
acknowledged the winning
horse, Wild Smoke, and its
jockey and owners with a
presentation of the Teresian
House Foundation Gift, a
beautifully framed original
print, depicting the famed race
track paddock area. (Anne was

delightfully surprised to receive a similarly framed
original print as a gift as well!)

This was not only Anne’s moment in the Winner’s
Circle; it was a winners’ day for all of us. It was a
commemorative moment, a time to raise our collective
voice and celebrate one of our sister’s accomplishments;
it was a vocation moment, a time that called forth
attention to the meaningful life which vowed religious
live; it was a communal moment, a time that reflects our
belief that, where one of us is, all of us are. In short, these
were our moments to seize! Being honored with an
award for community service is at the heart of our
charism, our care with and for the neighbor and our
communion with one another. It was a day to celebrate
all that is right and good and worthy of our praise!

Many friends and strangers joined Anne and her
guests at the evening event, expressing delight and pride
as they articulated: “I came because they were honoring
you; I wouldn’t have missed this opportunity!” In each
case, the well-wisher declared: “No one deserves this
more!” It was a great moment of public
acknowledgement for a CSJ and her ministry among the
people of God. In his presentation to Anne, Bishop
Hubbard, addressing the more than 800 guests in
attendance, spoke of Anne’s accessibility and availability,
of her selfless service to and for diocesan agencies, civic
communities, and cultural entities. In particular, he
expressed his gratitude for Anne’s personal support over
many years of friendship. These moments of
acknowledgement and accomplishment celebrate and
elevate our way of life together; as one is lifted up, all of
us win!
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CSJ Seniors Seized Opportunities to See the Sights

Sister William Aloysius Fitzpatrick, Sister Frances Eustace in the first picture and Marlies
Palka, Todd Pym, Sister Elizabeth Allard, Sister Anne Michael Mirabito in the second
picture took time out.  They posed while on the Albany Aqua Ducks excursion showing off
historic AlbanyÕs treasures from the river!

The summer time provided opportunities for the retired CSJs to get out and about and to enjoy each
others company  Trips taken included enjoying a tour of New York’s Capital City, Albany, with the
Aqua Ducks.  The Aqua Duck trip was sponsored by the PH Activity Department.

Another trip was sponsored by the Inter-Congregational Group
of the Albany Diocese.   Invited to this trip were all retried
members of the various religious communities.  Attending were
members of the Sisters of Mercy, the Sisters of Holy Name,
Sisters of the Holy Union, and the Sisters of St. Joseph.   This
trip was a trip to see the sights of Saratoga and to lunch
together at LongfellowÕs.
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Thanksgiving
(Edgar Albert Guest, 1881-1959)

Gettin' together to smile an' rejoice,
An' eatin' an' laughin' with folks of your choice;

An' kissin' the girls an' declarin' that they
Are growin more beautiful day after day;
Chattin' an' braggin' a bit with the men,

Buildin' the old family circle again;
Livin' the wholesome an' old-fashioned cheer,

Just for awhile at the end of the year.

Greetings fly fast as we crowd through the door
And under the old roof we gather once more

Just as we did when the youngsters were small;
Mother's a little bit grayer, that's all.

Father's a little bit older, but still
Ready to romp an' to laugh with a will.

Here we are back at the table again
Tellin' our stories as women an men.

Bowed are our heads for a moment in prayer;
Oh, but we're grateful an' glad to be there.

Home from the east land an' home from the west,
Home with the folks that are dearest an' best.

Out of the sham of the cities afar
We've come for a time to be just what we are.

Here we can talk of ourselves an' be frank,
Forgettin' position an' station an' rank.

Give me the end of the year an' its fun
When most of the plannin' an' toilin' is done;

Bring all the wanderers home to the nest,
Let me sit down with the ones I love best,
Hear the old voices still ringin' with song,
See the old faces unblemished by wrong,

See the old table with all of its chairs
An I'll put soul in my Thanksgivin' prayers.




